
Arssi Oromo Muslims are 
looking for Christian partners! 

Help establish schools in seven villages in the  
Kore District of Ethiopia.   

Rare and special ministry opportunity! 
PCUSA is partnering with Light of Hope Ministries, whose vision is transformation among 
the Arssi Oromo Muslims in Ethiopia. One strategy is to use literacy  as an entry point to     
establish a Christian presence in Arssi Oromo Muslim villages.  
 
As of June 30th 2006, Light of Hope has established 13 village schools or literacy centers 
in  southern Ethiopia. In those villages, Muslim communities have welcomed Light of Hope 
and became active partners despite the opposition from local religious leaders. They have 
received and supported Light of Hope teachers in their villages, and have provided land, 
local materials and labor for school buildings. In some villages, where there was no     
community land available, they divided land assigned to their Mosque and donated it to 
Light of Hope Ministry for a school.�
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A New District Opens Its Doors to Light of Hope 

When news of Light of Hope’s schools reached the district of Kore, village elders came to ask for 
help.  Light of Hope sent  teachers into seven villages in Kore.  The communities built simple 
houses for the teachers.  In some villages, literacy classes were opened in Peasant Association 
halls.  In others, tarps were spread over pole frames to shelter the children from rain. 

As soon as Light of Hope teachers established the literacy centers, local  
religious leaders led a campaign to isolate and demonize them.  In spite of 
opposition, parents flocked to register their children.  Soon all of the centers 
had over a hundred students.  

Two months later, when the rumor of a visit by Light of Hope and PCUSA visitors reached the  
villages, each sent elders and representatives to meet with them.  “Please help us,” they said.  
“We have collected local materials and we are ready to build schools.  We will stand by you and     
support your teachers in every way possible.” 

In response, Light of Hope committed to build seven village schools and send at least five    
teachers per school to minister to the physical and spiritual needs of these Muslim communities.  

Over 98% of  the one hundred thousand Arssi Oromo people in Kore District used to be nominal 
Muslims. That has been changing as local sheiks are sent to Pakistan, Yemen and Saudi for  
education and return to promote a radical version of Islam. Since the majority of the people are 
still  loyal first of all to their ethnic identity, the invitation to encourage a gracious religious              
co-existence is one we don’t want to miss.   

In neighboring districts where Christian teachers have  witnessed with their 
lives and service to Jesus’ redeeming love, fellowships of believers have 
sprung up in villages. Where else in the world are Christians  being          
welcomed into Muslim villages?  These are doors we cannot afford to ignore!  
God’s time is now! 

We need your partnership in this special ministry o pportunity: 
· Support the construction of one or more village schools @ $35-40,000/school  
· Furnish simple desks to one or more village schools @ $3000-$4000/school  
· Support teachers @ $100/teacher/month for 12 months 

· Support the running of one village school @ $6-800/month for four 
years, until the Ethiopian government takes over the operation costs 
· Send a young Christian to teacher training school @  $50/month for 
12 months 
· Pray for God’s protection and favor for Christian teachers in Arssi 
Oromo villages 
· Pray for God’s Spirit to move among Muslims in the Horn of Africa 


