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We’ve been back in Japan now for about 3 weeks, getting back into the swing of things.  Tim’s first order of priority was to get out the new issue of Crowned With Thorns, but after getting the preliminary version together, ready for printing, the committee decided that the contents of the main article didn’t reflect the stance of the Buraku Liberation Center adequately enough, and so we decided not to rush it but to expand the issue to reflect that better.  And since the BLC is involved in a major event from June 13th to 22nd (namely, the “Caravan” to Shikoku Island), we’ll wait until late June to reconvene and discuss how to modify the issue to make it say what we really want.  The main topic is the “Doshuren,” which is an interfaith organization designed to encourage each of the member organizations (mostly Buddhist and Shinto sects, along with several “New Religions” as well as Christian denominations) to confront their own complicity in the development of discrimination against the Buraku people and to reform their practices and policies to eliminate such discrimination.  The United Church of Christ in Japan is taking on the role of administration and leadership in this organization for the next 2 years.  The BLC perspective on this is that while we are of course supportive of the goals and are cooperating in numerous ways, there are also areas we need to be critical of and so we want to give the issue a more balanced presentation of these aspects as well.  So, stay tuned.

Another area Tim has been very busy in is in his role as representative of the “Southern Presbyterian Mission in Japan,” which is the legal body under which the Yodogawa Christian Hospital is operated.  YCH is just beginning a huge building project that will result in a brand-new hospital, due to be completed in 2012.  YCH is well on its way to getting everything lined up, but there are numerous “loose ends” that need attention as we try to correct several deficiencies in our organizational set-up.  One of those is to replace our present secretary, who simply has not been doing her job, leaving critical items undone.  

Juji has been active in the local church here as well as her counseling job at the Shin’ai Home.  She will need to have an operation in July to put in a new shunt in her arm to facilitate her “plasma exchange” treatments she has to go through every 8 months or so.  So, we ask for your prayers in each of these areas.

Blessings,

Tim and Juji Boyle 

